












Personnel matters
2013 was a year of transition and change
especially for the library and archive team.
There were personnel changes at various le-
vels.

Britta Leise, who had headed the Corporate
Archive including Records Management since
2004 and the Iron Library since 2007, left
Georg Fischer at end-June 2013. As Head of
the Iron Library with responsibility for the an-
nual Conference of the History of Technology,
she represented the cultural commitment of
Georg Fischer professionally and with dedi-
cation both inside the Corporation and to a
broad public. Katja Böspflug, who joined the
Iron Library in 2008 as a scientific employee,
left our company at end-June 2013 to take up
a new career challenge in Zurich. 

Franziska Eggimann took over as Head of the
Iron Library and the Corporate Archive on 1
September 2013. Starting in June 2013, she
worked for the Iron Library on a daily basis.
This not only contributed to a smooth hando-
ver but also ensured that the Iron Library
continued to function without interruption
thanks to the close cooperation with Anna
Nyman, who had started work as an adminis-
trative assistant on 1 February 2013. Florian
Ruhland joined the team as a scientific libra-
rian on 1 October 2013, so that the team now
consists of 2.5 FTEs.

Participation in events

10-11 October 2013: 
GUG Symposium, Companies in World War I,
Mannheim (Eggimann)

15 October 2013: 
Tour of the Paradies Abbey Church 
(entire team)

11 November 2013:
OPL meeting (One Person Library), 
St. Gallen Textile Library (Ruhland)

17 December 2013: 
Tour of GF Automotive, Schaffhausen 
(entire team)

Ongoing training

September/October 2013: 
Training in Homepage CMS system, 
Schaffhausen (entire team)

22-24 October 2013: 
RAK-Aufbaukurs (cataloguing course), 
Cologne (Ruhland)

December 2013: 
Adobe Photoshop course, 
Schaffhausen (Nyman)

2-3 December 2013: 
FranklinCovey 4 Disciplines of Execution 
training course (4DX), Diessenhofen 
(Eggimann)

11 December 2013: 
Klostergut Paradies fire drill, 
Schlatt (entire team)

The new team of the Iron Library 

(from left to right): Anna Nyman, 

Franziska Eggimann, Florian Ruhland.
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The Iron Library Foundation
Organization of the Foundation

The Board of Trustees consists of public figu-
res from the world of business, science, re-
search, culture and friendly institutions, in
particular universities, libraries and muse-
ums in Switzerland and elsewhere. The busi-
ness is supervised by a five-person Gover-
  ning Board, of whom four are regular mem-
bers and one acts in an advisory capacity.

Changes on the Boards

Dr. René Specht stepped down from the
Board of Trustees at the end of June 2013
after ten years' involvement when he
retired as Head of the Schaffhausen Munici-
pal Library. His successor will be named in
2014 along with other changes forthcoming
on the Board of Trustees.

Josef Hary, Head Corporate Human Resour-
ces, took his well-earned retirement at the
end of November 2013 and therefore handed
over his position as Chairman of the Gover-
ning Board of the Iron Library Foundation to
Dr. Roland Gröbli, Corporate Secretary of
Georg Fischer Ltd.

Finances

The operating expenses of the Iron Library,
which come to about CHF 500,000 per
annum, are covered by an annual contribu-
tion from Georg Fischer Ltd to the Iron Li-
brary Foundation and by compensation for
services rendered to the Corporation. The
Corporate Archive has a separate cost center
within Georg Fischer Ltd.

–29 –

A view into the "front parlor" of the Iron Library:

The Ernst-Müller-room with its prominent 

stucco ceiling.



Board of Trustees: Members as per 1.1.2014

– Yves Serra
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
CEO Georg Fischer Ltd, 
Schaffhausen, Switzerland

– Gerold Bührer 
Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of Georg Fischer Ltd, Schaffhausen, 
Switzerland

– Prof. Andreas Bührig-Polaczek, Dr. Ing.
Head of Institute and Professor of Foundry
Science, Foundry Institute, RWTH Aachen,
Germany

– Prof. Ralph A. Eichler
President of the ETH, ETH Zurich, 
Switzerland

– Prof. David Gugerli 
Professor of Technology History, Institute
of History, ETH Zurich, Switzerland

– Dr. Helmut Hilz
Director of the Library, Deutsches 
Museum, Munich, Germany

– Hannes Hug
Director of the University Library, Basel,
Switzerland

– Dr. Harald Jenny 
Managing Director SICOA AG, 
Neuhausen/Rhf, Switzerland

– Dr. Kurt E. Stirnemann 
Member of the Board of Directors, Georg
Fischer Ltd, Schaffhausen, Switzerland

Governing Board: Members as per 1.1.2014

– Dr. Roland Gröbli
Chairman of the Governing Board 
Corporate Secretary, Georg Fischer Ltd,
Schaffhausen, Switzerland

– Dr. Nabil El Barbari
Vice President, Head of Technology, 
Quality & Sustainability, GF Piping 
Systems, Schaffhausen, Switzerland

– Mauro Fontana 
Head of IT & BSM, GF Machining Solutions, 
Geneva, Switzerland

– Dirk Lindemann 
Head Business Unit Europe, GF 
Automotive, Schaffhausen, Switzerland

– Urs Werner 
Senior Adviser, GF Piping Systems, 
Schaffhausen, Switzerland

The Iron Library Foundation
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Memberships Switzerland

- Freunde des Bergbaus in Graubünden
(FBG), Celerina

- Historischer Verein des Kantons 
Schaffhausen, Schaffhausen

- Historischer Verein des Kantons Thurgau,
Frauenfeld

- Museumsverein Schaffhausen, 
Schaffhausen

- Schmiedezunft Eligius, Paradies, Schlatt

- Schweizerische Gesellschaft für histo -
rische Bergbauforschung (SGHB), Basel

- Schweizerische Gesellschaft 
für Geschichte (SGG), Berne

- Schweizerische Gesellschaft 
für Wirtschafts- und Sozialgeschichte
(SGWSG), Berne 

- Schweizerische Gesellschaft 
für Technikgeschichte und Industriekultur
(SGTI), Winterthur

- Schweizerische Vereinigung Strahler, 
Mineralien- und Fossiliensammler
(SVSMF), Glarus

-  Verband Bibliothek Information Schweiz
(BIS), Berne

- Verein für Geschichte des Bodensees 
und seiner Umgebung, St. Gallen

- Verein für wirtschaftshistorische Studien,
Meilen

- Verein Schweizerischer Archivarinnen 
und Archivare, Berne

International memberships

-  Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Spezial-
bibliotheken e.V. (ASpB), Munich

- Deutsche Gesellschaft für Geschichte 
der Medizin, Naturwissenschaft 
und Technik e.V. (DGGMNT), Munich

- Georg-Agricola-Gesellschaft e.V., Aachen

- Historical Metallurgy Society Limited,
Northill, England

- Gesellschaft für Technikgeschichte e.V.
(GTG), Berlin

- Gesellschaft für Unternehmensgeschichte
e.V. (GUG), Frankfurt am Main

- International Association of Bibliophiles
(AIB), Paris

- Österreichisches Forschungsinstitut 
für Technikgeschichte, Vienna

-  Verein Bibliotheken der Regio Bodensee, 
Schweiz/Deutschland/Österreich

- Verein Deutscher Bibliothekare e.V. (VDB),
Munich

- Vereinigung deutscher Wirtschafts-
archivare e. V. (VdW), Frankfurt a.M.

- Vereinigung Österreichischer 
Bibliothekarinnen und Bibliothekare (VÖB),
Bregenz

- Stahlinstitut, Verein Deutscher 
Eisenhüttenleute (VDEh), Düsseldorf

Memberships / Networking
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Overview and statistics

Contents                                      Form                                          Scope                      Time frame

Literatur on the history             – Books/monographs             More than              13th century
of iron and steel and on            – Company literature and      42’000 title            to the present
the history of technology,         product catalogs                  records                   
shelved according                     – Journals and periodicals    
to a classification system         – Essays / Offprints                
developed by the library           – Separatley listed
                                                      collections and bequests
                                                      
                                                      
                                                      
Archive
Contents                                      Form                                          Scope                      Time frame

– Fischer Family beques           Administrative documents    More than              Starting
– Management                           Project documentation           45,000 records      in 1743

and administration                 Correspondence                      Approx. 1,100 
files of Georg Fischer Ltd      Advertising material               linear meters         
and divisions                            Minutes                                     Approx. 

– Files of corporate                   Patents                                      430 objects
subsidiaries an holdings       Objects                                      
in Switzerland                         Photographs                            
and elsewhere                         Films

– Photographic                           Building plans
and film archive                      etc.

– Collection of objects
– Art collection                           
                                                      

Library
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Use of Library/Archive                                      2013                   2012                    2011

Library users                                                        20                       10                        18
Archive users                                          7 (4th qtr)                     n.a.                      n.a.
Library inquiries                                                   14                       20                       5
Archive inquiries                                   17 (4th qtr)                     n.a.                      n.a.
Library item lent                                                  55                       77                     168

Archive holdings                                                2013                    2012                    2011

Accessions                                            20 linear m                     n.a.                      n.a.
Holdings indexed                               800 linear m                     n.a.                      n.a.
Holdings not indexed                        300 linear m                     n.a.                      n.a.
Indexing                                                   0 linear m                     n.a.                      n.a.

Library holdings                                                2013                    2012                    2011

New accessions – purchases                           147                       70                     141
New accessions _ gifts                                      231                     188                        24
New catalogue entries                                      647                     927                     680
Books indexed                                                31768                31440                 31190
Essays etc. indexed                                         9604                     n.a.                      n.a.
Periodical holdings (ZDB)                                 702                     n.a.                      n.a.

Tours                                                                   2013                    2012                    2011                   2010

Total no. of visitors                                            705                     811                   1226                  1200
Total no. of tours                                                  59                       65                        87                      80
Tours for GF guests                                             32                       40                        58                      42
Tours for external guests                                   27                       25                        29                      38
Avge. no. persons per tour                                 12                       12                        14                      15
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Services of the Iron Library 
and Corporate Archive

– Guided tours of the historical premises 
of the Iron Library

– Use of the library and archive holdings 
on site

– Advice to users and answering inquiries

– Online library catalog: 
http://swb2.bsz-bw.de/DB=2.364/

– Public reading room with four workplaces

– Internet access via WLAN, PC workstation 
with access to catalogs

– Lending of library holdings for GF 
employees at the Schaffhausen 
and Singen sites

– Advice on archiving issues for GF compa-
nies worldwide as well as handling of ar-
chive holdings (taking delivery, evaluation,
indexing and maintenance)

Events in 2014

11 May 2014
Open House Day "Iron Ladies"

June 2014
Book tables in Schaffhausen and Singen

14 and 15 November 2014 
37th Conference on the History 
of Technology "Products and Product 
Innovations"

November 2014
Book tables in Schaffhausen and Singen

Useful information
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Employees as at 1.1.2014

Franziska Eggimann
Head Iron Library and Corporate Archive
franziska.eggimann@georgfischer.com

Florian Ruhland
Scientific Librarian
florian.ruhland@georgfischer.com

Anna Nyman
Administration
anna.nyman@georgfischer.com

Nina Helg-Kurmann
Student employee Corporate Archive
nina-naomi.helg-kurmann@georgfischer.com

Opening times

Monday to Friday by appointment

Directions

Public transport: 
S8 train from Schaffhausen, direction Stein am Rhein, 
to Langwiesen or Schlatt station, 
then 15 minutes' walk to Klostergut Paradies.

By car: Parking is available at Klostergut Paradies.

Address

Iron Library
Foundation of Georg Fischer Ltd
Klostergut Paradies
8252 Schlatt / Switzerland

Tel. +41 52 631 27 44
Fax +41 52 63128 56
eisenbibliothek@georgfischer.com
www.eisenbibliothek.ch

Contact




